Matching Grant Awarded

After the initial co-operative effort between Kondo
Syokai and the Rotary Club of Aldershot, a mould of
a traditional fishing boat was commissioned. This
was followed by the production of the first boat,
named IONA, after the 12 year old daughter of
Lt.Col. Allan Flawell; she personally raised £200 for
our appeal. This boat was presented to Mr. Cristalin,
who lost six members of his family. A second boat
was built as a training exercise by U.K. Armed
Services on Ex Shrivenham Da Gama using the
original mould.

It was decided to continue the ongoing support
for the fishermen in the devastated area by
applying to "The Rotary Foundation" for a
matching grant, to enable us to provide another
ten of these fishing boats complete with outboard
engines. This grant has now been approved and
awarded to The Rotary Clubs of Aldershot (UK)
and Cochin Midtown (India). This means that
many more families who lost their livelihood can
now be given a helping hand back to economic
independence. We trust these new boats will
enable fresh fish to be provided to many of the
villages in the Kerala and Tamil Nadu Areas
following the Tsunami.



